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Date 05/09/20090954PM P R

- From, Answcsibt@aol com

- Tg LisaP JacksonlDCIUSEPA/US@EPA

, ~"Peggy Shepard” <peggy@weact org>; "Ehzabeth Yeampterre _
<elizabeth@uprose.org>; Terry Wesley/R2/USEPA/US@EPA; "Region 2
Director Suzanne Matte” <symattel@gw.dec.state.ny. us>, “Warren McKenzoe

* <rcsii @verizon:net>; "Dee Vandenburg" <SITAINC@aol.com>; "Peter "
Washburn® <Peter, Washburn@oag.state.ny.us>; “Gavin Kearny"-’
<gkeamey@NYLPI.ORG>; "Kim Gaddy" <kgaddy@cleanwater org> _
Staten Island, NY/ EJ Community, EPA Superfund Site; formerty Seduttos/ -
Natlonal Lead Industrles '
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Dear EPA Administrator Jackson' R ; T
to. N .
vy name is Beryl Thurmag. I am the Exeﬂut1ve Dlrector for the
North Shore Waterfront Conservancy of Staten Island, Inc. Yoa _ .
and I actually meet. recently ar your Port Newark Press . o
Conference. I gave you one of our Environmental Justice )
kbooklets ‘Staten Island's Gold COast 5. 2 miles from st. George L
to Arllngton" . : : T

I'm writing to you about one of the con:aminated sites in the
booklet . It's the Ecrmer Sedetto 8 Ice: .Cream’ Pactory 81 te pages
18 & 19 o‘ the booklet .

)

. The. NY Region EPA met. w1th my-. organlzatlon and other/e‘v1c

leaders on Thursday, April 2, 2009 We were told that-in

-December of 2008, the EPA found very high levels of lead on the

site and that a sub contractor doing a- City Sewer Pro:ect nad
migrated some of that lead contamination off site and through
the community. I already knew. about. thé off gite migration, as’
I had reported the: use of the site. bezng used as a solid waste
holdlng station té our: City Counc11man McMahon, now:

e'Congressman McMahon, NYC DDC,  NYC DEP, the SI Borough

President's Office and both of our north shore state. - .
representatives. I had also spoken to- representatlves of the —-

'EPA about the site. As a last ditch éffort I, even contacted DEC  .°

oiily to find out that it was-a jurisdiction problem regarding
the site. But it was DEC ‘that came to cur rescue by issuingka'.
stop work order because the .site.was being used illegally as a
solid waste station. without. proper permits. Even with the’ above
‘being said, "the site- remained  active Erom tlie spring of 2008

,untll late fall of 2008.

Moving to present day : ' . C.
The former Sedutto/Natloral Lead I"uustr es, ‘John.J. Jewett &-
Son's White Lead Company site has 2 MTA bus stops. One lccated
in the front of the property at!.2000 Richmond Terrace, SI 40 &
SI 90 buses, and the SI 43 bus and driver rest stop on the side

‘of the site a: Park Avenue between Rxchmond Ter*ace ‘and Church

atreet : . ‘ . {
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Residents- have repeatedly asked the NY EPA and MTA to -
temporarily relocate these two bus stops. The: Port Richmond
residents are overwhelmed with tfhe news that has come not. on*y
from this site, but also from the news that our beloved
Veteran's Park also has elevated levels of lead and arsenic
contamination probably from past pesticide use, Followed by
reports that our older "affordable”" housing stock alsc may have
given north shore residents some of the highest lead levels on
the island and possibly in the Clty - S

The NY EPA will be in the cOmmunxty for a very long time
xemedlatlng'th&s site. and possibly a former radicactive
Manhattan Project site, formerly owned by Archer Daniel
‘Midlands Company . s

The NY EPA. has said that the ' Sedutto's site has been ccntained
" and that: the surrounding side walks and streets have been

cleaned, so standzng at the bus stops poses no risk to
reaiderita. .
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And no one is quest oning’the EPA's science or technology. What
the residents are simply saying is that they don't need a
constant remindet  of ‘a situation that is adding to the daily
stresses of their lives while living in an Bnvironmental
Justice Community. Temporarily relocating/suspending bus’ .
services from these two locations during the remedzatxon would
give peace cf mxnd'and comfort to the res;dents.-

One of the'most common oversights iu governmenc in dealing with

"EJ Communities are government agencies not recognizing or
understa';ding the mental stress these res:.denca are under deuly\
~-and adding to ie. :

It would,help the XY Regxon EPA to establlsh better relatlons,
as well aB encourage trust within the Staten Island. EJ
communities, EJ Envirconmental organlzatlons and our partners by
granting this szmple request.

We believe that the new "EPA under your ‘eadersh.p is lookzng to:
establish these types of partnerships in EJ Communities and
with EJ organlzat1ona, unlike how these communities have been
dealt with in the past.. Botl the NY Region EPA and NYCT MTA
need .to improve - upon their relationships with the Environmental
Juatice Communities thlB is a start. Showxng kindpness and
com93851on are not j“st words in a book They' should be acted

upon frequently and openly espec1a11y with ‘oilr natioh's moat '
vulnerable communltles S

-

Please tell the EPA NY Reczoral Admxnistrator to tell the MTA
‘to relocate these two bus stops at the requesc of the Port
Richmond Community and NSWCSI for the purpcses of . better ' ’
communlty relations. ‘

T can bei;eaqhed,abgnswgéibt@éol,com, cr at 347-827-8126
Thank you for your time and consideration.
_Sincerely, . R

' Beryl Thurman, Executive Director, The Nor.h Shore hater‘ront
Conservancy of Staten Island Inc.




- . |
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Sent ‘via BlackBerry from T- Mo):nle‘J '
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